COMMANDER’S CORNER

Comrades, Auxiliary, & Friends,

The holidays have come and gone and now we are looking forward to a new and exciting coming
year. We've accomplished a lot in 2024, and we have hopes of an even
better 2025.

New formats have been added to our yearly schedule. Such as Monday
night games of Trivia or Mingo. Instruction classes that teach Line dance
on Thursday afternoon.

Plans to include wine tasting, poker tournaments, An evening of night at
the races (horse racing), Lectures of interest, along with many more
exciting programs throughout the new year. An all-new menu that
promises to peak everyone's Palate.

These are just a few add owns to our already successful weekly events of
cheese steak, Flip5, Friday buffets, and prime rib Saturday dinners

Can't forget to include our Sunday AYCE breakfast or the famous
barbecue chicken at the CHICKEN Shack. Of course, the most important
reason we exist; our dedication of helping veterans whenever we can.
Lest we forget: Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Veterans Day, Vietham Veterans Day. All celebrated
with dignity and reverence.

So, we are in for a wonderful and exciting ride in 2025.

Your Commander,
Jim Jensen



AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

I hope everyone is beginning to thaw out as we seem to be returning to our normal
temperatures for th|s t|me of year. Although the snow and cold temperatures has hampered some
of the Auxiliaries activities, our members continue their efforts in
serving our Veterans and community.

Hospital & Veterans and Family Support: Our Hospital
Program continues with their visits to our Veterans in the hospital and
Assisted living facilities in Sussex County. There is a request from the
Department of Delaware for help with stocking the food pantry at the
V.A. Hospital and Veterans home. Here is an expert from the request
from Department Hospital Chair Karen Johnson outlining needs and
purpose:

GOOD NEWS!!! The Food Pantry has a new home in the hospital
and we can start distributing food to our veterans in need once again.
HOW YOU CAN HELP: We have a COA meeting on Feb 15th in
= Milford. I would like to suggest that you start collecting food now and
bring it to the meeting. Reminder: we cannot distribute expired food. | will collect the items that
everyone generously donates and take it to the Food Pantry. | would greatly appreciate your help in
restocking the shelves.

I’m sad to say that I recently learned that there is a need to provide food bags for homeless
veterans. We have veterans that are living in their cars. If you could remember these folks when
putting together your donations it would be greatly appreciated. Items that would be good for
them: peanut butter, jelly, crackers and food that doesn’t require heating. Energy bars, granola bars
etc. It takes a bit of extra thought for these folks.

This is a need that directly benefits our Veterans. At our monthly meeting on Feb 3™ the
Auxiliary will be collecting foods items to help fulfill this need. If you will be attending the meeting,
consider bring items for donation along with you. If unable to attend, a donation bin labeled
Auxiliary Donation Veteran Food Pantry, will be located at the post. Consider stopping by during the
day to drop off a donation. | will be attending the Auxiliary COA (Council of Administration)meeting
on the 15t and will take donating items with me for delivery.

Americanism & Youth : Our Youth and Americanism Programs are preparing teaching events
with our youth for the month of February as well as special items for our Veterans for Valentine'
Day.

Scholarship : We continue to promote the Auxiliary sponsored Art Contest for youth from K-
12. Contests include Illustrating America K-8th graders, and Patriotic Art 2D & 3D for 9th -12th graders.
Entries and more information can be found at the Post or on the National Auxiliary website at
VFWAuxilary.org.

Auxiliary Outreach : Members continue to participate in over 30 different projects in the
community accumulating countless hours.

Legislative : We are supporting and promoting the VFW priority goals of :

1. To fully fund relevant programs for our Veterans




2. To ensure Veterans and their survivors have timely access to earned benefits

3 To ensure Veterans succeed after leaving the military service

4. To ensure service members and Veterans receive timely access to high quality health care
without increasing cost shares.

5. To maintain a strong and ready all-volunteer force capable of protecting American
interests.

6. To fully support the all-volunteer force, protect our nation's citizens and defend American
interest around the world E E

r
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If you are able, save the QR Code to your phone and share it when you are advocating for our
Veterans.

Membership: Our membership continues to grow adding 230 new members in the past 6
months. Given our continuing growth, this is an opportunity to share what we are about and why
we are here:

Our mission: Since 1914, the VFW Auxiliary has united individuals from all walks of life with a
common purpose: to improve the lives of Veterans, service members, their families and our
communities. Our programs are designed to bring needed services, information and assistance to
these target groups.

The Americanism Program:

Promotes Patriotism by celebrating America’s Patriotic Days.

o Teaches respect and proper care for the U.S. Flag.
o Brings attention to Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action by hosting POW/MIA
ceremonies to both educate the public and honor these special veterans.

Auxiliary Outreach Program:

VFW Auxiliary members work with other organizations in their communities, often
individually, and often behind the scenes, but Auxiliary Outreach gives us the opportunity to work
together as members alongside members of another organization to do more with local
communities.

The “Buddy”® Poppy & VFW National Home Program:

e Promotes and Supports the VFW “Buddy”® Poppy Program
¢ Promotes and Supports the VFW National Home

For more than 90 years, the National Home has helped military and veteran families who

need a fresh start. Families can live there rent-free for up to four years and have access to

professional case management services, on-site licensed child care, life skills training, tutoring
and other educational services as well as recreational and community service opportunities.
¢ Promotes the National Home Helpline

The National Home Helpline is the first step on the path to help for military and veteran

families. This free service helps callers with pressing needs nationwide seek solutions in their

own communities. The Helpline is answered by caring professionals M-F 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.



https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/Patriotic-Holidays-updated_2020.pdf
http://vfw.org/community/community-initiatives/buddy-poppy
http://www.vfwnationalhome.org/
https://www.vfwnationalhome.org/help

Eastern, except holidays. Messages left after hours and on weekends are answered the next
business day. Contact the Helpline at 800.313.4200 or help@vfwnationalhome.org.

The Hospital Program:

Promotes volunteerism of members, non-members, youth and families in local hospitals,
veterans’ homes, nursing homes, domiciliaries and both VA and non-VA medical centers and
clinics. Opportunities vary based on the facility and age and abilities of the volunteer.

The Legislative Program:

Promotes the VFW Priority Goals.

The Priority Goals reflect the resolutions passed by the VFW to strengthen and ensure an
adequate VA system for millions of current and future veterans.

Promotes Action Corps

Stay informed and up-to-date on issues facing our veterans, our military and their families by
signing up to receive the VFW'’s Action Corps Weekly e-newsletter.

Encourages all citizens to exercise their right to vote and contact legislators regarding issues
impacting veterans and their families.

The Scholarship Program:

Promotes and conducts the VFW Auxiliary Continuing Education Scholarship.

Promotes and conducts the VFW Auxiliary Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest and
the 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest.

Promotes and supports the VFW Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest.

Promotes and supports the VFW Voice of Democracy Audio-Essay Contest.

The Youth Activities Program

Sponsors and works with youth groups

Promotes and conducts the lllustrating America Art Contest.

Promotes Patriotism through Literacy

Introduces youth to historical figures and teaches them about events in our nation’s history

while fostering a love of reading that can lead to a lifetime of learning.

Recognizes Random Acts of Patriotism (R.A.P.)

Recognizes youth and youth groups for their efforts and service projects honoring veterans,

service members and their families. We recognize these bright young citizens for their good

work to ensure these activities become a part of their daily lives.

The Veterans & Family Support Program:

Offers support for veterans, service members and their families.

Promotes Veteran and Military Suicide Awareness and Prevention

o Veterans and their loved ones can call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat online, or

send a text message to 838255 to receive confidential support 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year.

Promotes VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS)

VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS) helps veterans, service members and their families

obtain the benefits they deserve —free of charge. NVS provides a nationwide network of

more than 2,000 VA-accredited VFW Service Officers across America and abroad who help

hundreds of thousands of veterans navigate the Veterans Affairs system each year.



mailto:help@vfwnationalhome.org
https://www.vfw.org/-/media/vfwsite/files/advocacy/prioritygoalsbrochure.pdf
http://vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/young-american-creative-patriotic-art-contest/
https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/young-american-creative-patriotic-art-contest/
http://vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
http://vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
https://www.vfw.org/-/media/vfwsite/files/advocacy/prioritygoalsbrochure.pdf
https://www.vfw.org/-/media/vfwsite/files/advocacy/prioritygoalsbrochure.pdf
https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/Illustrating-America-Art-Contest-24-25_Page_2.jpg
http://vfw.org/assistance/va-claims-separation-benefits

e Promotes VFW’s Veterans & Military Support Programs

The VFW’s Veteran & Military Support Programs serve active-duty and recently discharged

members of the military.

o VFW'’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship” provides service members and veterans
with scholarships of up to $5,000 to complete their educational goals without
incurring excessive student load debt.

o Unmet Needs is there to help America’s service members who have run into
unexpected financial difficulties. The program provides financial aid of up to $1,500 to
assist with basic life needs in the form of a grant — not a loan — so no repayment is
required. To further ease the burden, the creditor is paid directly. The financial
hardship must be due to one of the following:

= Currently on active duty, whose financial hardship is a result of a current
deployment, military pay error, or from being discharged for medical reasons.

= Discharged on or after September 11, 2001, whose financial hardship is a direct
result of your military service connected injuries and/or illnesses.

= Discharged prior to September 11, 2001, are on a fixed income that must
include VA compensation for a service connected injury/illness and facing an
unexpected financial hardship.

o The Military Assistance Program helps provide financial assistance to VFW Post and
Auxiliaries to sponsor troop send-offs, homecomings and get-togethers. Posts and
Auxiliaries participating in Adopt-A-Unit and Family Readiness Groups can also receive
assistance.

So as you can see there is a plethora of things to get involved in. Come out to a meeting and
meet fellow members with the common goal of serving our Veterans.

Our nominations and elections for Officers are coming up in April. Start reflecting on the
direction of our Auxiliary and the Officers that should represent and lead our Auxiliary. Please
consider stepping up to assume a position as an Officer or to chair or co-chair a committee. Many
may feel uneasy or unprepared, but rest assure there is much experience in our Auxiliary and they
will help you be successful. Please talk with me or another Officer if you have an interest in an
Officer position or Chair of a Committee. |look forward to seeing everyone at our monthly meeting
the first Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.

Hope your day is filled with family, friends and happy moments that become favorite
memories. Have a Happy Valentine's Day.

Stay safe, stay healthy,

Dale A. Weese, Jr.
President, Auxiliary 7234
(302) 616-6298

Aux7234.de@gmail.com



http://vfw.org/assistance/student-veterans-support
http://vfw.org/assistance/financial-grants
http://vfw.org/community/troop-support
mailto:Aux7234.de@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOTES

Comrades and Auxiliary Members,

Your Board of Directors trust that you survived the recent snow accumulations and frigid
temperatures. If you need assistance during these extreme weather
events, contact the Post and provide your information so we can reach
out.

During January, your Post Officers and Board Members participated in
many activities, including the Memorial Services and Celebrations of Life
for Mrs. Don Golis and Mrs. Danny Steele; Recognition Ceremony for our
Annual Voice of Democracy (VOD) and Patriot’s Pen (PP) Competition
Participants; VFW District 4 Quarterly Meeting (which we hosted at Post
7234); Visit to Brandywine Assisted Living Facility; Food Deliveries to local
Churches; Help-A-Vet Meeting; Line Dancing Events; Bar and Canteen
Management Meetings; Events Planning Committee Meeting, Mingo and
Trivia Game Nights, Monthly Board of Directors Meeting, and Monthly
General Membership Meeting. Most importantly, for our Members and
their Guests, Post Officers and Board Members continue to be present, on site at the Post on a
regular basis. The purpose is to be accessible to our Members and Guests to greet them, make them
feel welcome, and answer questions they may have. This demonstrates your Board’s commitment to
the success of our Post and to the seamless continuity of operations for our Members and their
Guests.

Important Announcement for all Mason-Dixon Members whose membership expired on December
31, 2024. It is imperative that you renew your membership ($150 for 2 years, good until December
2026). You WILL NOT be granted access to the Post without this renewal.

During February, the Post continues the hectic pace of recent months. Several events are worthy of
special mention. 1) Bar Olympics return on Sunday, Feb 2", It is a day of fun, games, and friendly
competition. 2) Prior to the start of our February 37 Monthly General Membership Meeting (about
6:45 PM), we will recognize this year’s student entry winner for our Voice of Democracy (VOD)
Competition with a monetary award and Certificate Presentation. Please show up early for the
Meeting so you do not miss it. 3) Line Dancing continues two Friday afternoons (February 7t and
21st) from 1 — 3 PM. 4) Super Bowl Sunday is Feb 9t" with a specials throughout the day. 5) Speaking
of special, plan to bring your Special Someone to the Post for Valentine’s Day Dinner, Friday,
February 14th. Live Music by Dave Crites, Menu Delights and Flowers will be available. We hope you
can attend and participate in some, or all, of these events. Of course, we will continue to have
Monday Game Nights alternating between Mingo and Trivia; the staples of Cheese Steak Subs on
Tuesdays and Flip Five on Wednesdays; Line Dancing on Friday afternoons; either Pizza and Wings or
AYCE Buffet Meals on Friday Nights; and Prime Rib with Live Music on Saturday nights. Looking
ahead, on Sunday, March 9t from 2 — 4 PM we will host a Guest Speaker for a Presentation and
Discussion on the History of Indigenous/First Peoples in our Military. In the Spring, we are planning
another Salted Vines Wine Tasting Event, and a Horse Racing Night. There truly is something for




everyone. We invite each Member to visit and bring up to three Guests to the bright new
atmosphere that helps make your Post all that it can be.

Important opportunities for you to serve our Veterans in crucial Post 7234 positions become vacant
this June. These include the position of Post Quartermaster and Treasurer, as well as other Post
Officers and Board of Director Members. There are several opportunities to step forward and serve
your Post and our Veterans. Please consider this opportunity as your opportunity. If you are
interested, | urge you to talk with the present Quartermaster, Bill Healy, or any Post Officer or Board
Member to answer questions you may have. Our Post needs YOU. Our Veterans need YOU.

Our Canteen Manager, Kitchen Crews, Bartenders, and an outstanding array of Volunteers are
committed to serving those who served our country. We could not keep our doors open without
these dedicated Employees and Volunteers. Having said that, we are in constant need of Volunteers
as Kitchen Helpers, Servers, Clean Up Crews, etc. We hope to see new, fresh faces soon. We can
work around your schedule. It only involves a few hours per week.

Your VFW Family wants to see you at the Post and continues to ask for your patience in dealing with
Post employees, volunteers, and staff members. We all want you and your guests to have an
enjoyable experience at the Post. Keep in mind that we are an organization operated primarily by a
small paid staff and augmented by many Volunteers. Each one is devoted to doing their best. Feel
free to respectfully complain when it is warranted, but better yet, fill out a Volunteer Application
Form and pitch in to make our Post, your Post, the best that it can be.

We thank all of you who bring food and clothing items to support our Community Outreach
endeavors. You truly make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate. In February,
temperatures remain blustery, but your Post offers a warm, friendly atmosphere. Your Board of
Directors join you as we continue to Honor and Serve all Veterans —first, last, and always.

Chad Myers
Chairperson
Board of Directors

CHAPLAINS’ CORNER

Robert James Lewis Jr.

With Honor & Gratitude
We Remember

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the families who have lost loved ones. Eternal rest
grant unto them O’ Lord, may the perpetual light shine upon them, and may they rest in peace. Amen.

Please call Phyllis Scully at 30-381-539-9981 for the VFW or Eileen Healy at 302-539-9981
for the Auxiliary, if a member is sick or has passed away



SERVICE OFFICER OUTREACH

Spread the word: The 2025 Veterans Benefits Guide is now available.

January 14, 2025

National Veterans Outreach Office, VA Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs

As part of our commitment to provide world-class care and benefits to those
who have served our nation, VA is pleased to present the “2025 VA Federal
Benefits Guide for Veterans, Dependents, Survivors, and Caregivers.”

Have you applied for VA care, benefits and services? Unsure what else you
may be eligible for? Don’t miss out on what you’ve earned, check out this
handy reference guide to learn more.

The handbook contains a comprehensive listing of VA programs, including
phone numbers and websites for easy reference. The annual Federal Benefits Guide hosts a wealth
of information on most VA benefits and services, including:

¢ Compensation.

e Life insurance.

¢ Pension and fiduciary services.

e Education benefits.

e Economic development and employment.

¢ Home loan guaranty programs and housing assistance.
e Mental health resources

The handbook will help Veterans, service members and their families understand the full scope of
VA resources available to them to help them make the most of life after service. It provides details
on eligibility requirements for each benefit, and because VA serves different generations of
Veterans, it also outlines the qualification guidelines for distinct periods of service to clarify eligibility
for Veterans with service spanning both peace and wartime periods. The VA Federal Benefits Guide
is available in both print and digital formats. Veterans and family members can access the booklet
on VA’s website, providing instant and convenient access to the wealth of information it contains. A
limited number of printed copies may be available at your local medical center, Vet Center or
regional office. To find the nearest VA facility, go to www.va.gov/find-locations.

The information in this guide is validated by VA as of Oct. 10, 2024. For the most up-to-date
information, Veterans and family members should visit www.va.gov, or go to the specific links
provided in this publication to access information on the program that they’re interested in, as


https://department.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Federal-Benefits-for-Veterans-Dependents-and-Survivors.pdf
https://department.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Federal-Benefits-for-Veterans-Dependents-and-Survivors.pdf
https://department.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Federal-Benefits-for-Veterans-Dependents-and-Survivors.pdf

regulations, payments and eligibility requirements are subject to change. You can also call VA at 800-
827-1000 from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday to speak with a representative.

VA makes several cancers presumptive for service connection — lowering the burden of proof for Veterans
to receive no-cost health care and earned benefits.

For immediate release

January 8, 2025

5:00 am

WASHINGTON — Today, in a step that builds on the Biden-Harris Administration’s focus to fulfill the
nation’s sacred obligation to the nation’s Veterans, the Department of Veterans Affairs announced
that it is making acute and chronic leukemias, multiple myelomas, myelodysplastic syndromes,
myelofibrosis, urinary bladder, ureter, and related genitourinary cancers presumptive for service-
connection for:

e Gulf War Veterans: Veterans who served in Somalia or the Southwest Asia theater of
operations (which includes Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the neutral zone between Iraq and
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of
Oman, the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, and the airspace above these
locations) during the Persian Gulf War on or after Aug. 2, 1990.

e Post-9/11 Veterans: Veterans who served in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, or Uzbekistan and the airspace above these locations during the Gulf
War on or after Sept. 11, 2001. This includes Veterans who served at the Karshi-Khanabad
(K2) base in Uzbekistan after Sept. 11, 2001.

This step lowers the burden of proof for these Veterans, meaning that they do not need to prove
that their service caused their condition to receive benefits for it. Instead, VA automatically assumes
service connection for the condition and provides benefits accordingly. Additionally, when a Veteran
becomes service connected for a health condition, it gives them access to free health care for that
condition. The presumptions for urinary bladder, ureter, and related genitourinary cancers went into
effect Jan. 2, 2025, and the presumptions for acute and chronic leukemias, multiple myelomas, and
myelodysplastic syndromes, myelofibrosis will be effective Jan. 10, 2025.

VA encourages Veterans with these conditions to apply for benefits today and encourages eligible
Veterans with previously denied claims to reapply. VA will update publicly available information and
conduct general outreach to Veterans and survivors to publicize this new eligibility and how to apply.
To apply for benefits, Veterans and survivors may visit VA.gov or call 1-800-MYVA411.

In Comradeship,

H. Rich Fales, Post Service Officer
Cell: (301) 325-3813

Email: Smokeylst@netzer

*ee Veterans

eee CrisisLine
1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©



https://www.va.gov/

HONOR GUARD NEWS

During the month of January 10 members of the Honor Guard. along with Post
Officers and members of the Board of Directors attended the funeral services
at the Veterans Cemetery in Millsboro for Pat Golis, wife of retired Honor
Guard member Don Golis. Don was a member of our Post Honor Guard for 28
years and the bugler for 10 years. A celebration of life was held at the Post.
On January 17t members of the Honor Guard, along with Post Officers and
Post Chaplain Phylis Scully visited our veterans and widows of veterans at the
Brandywine Assisted Living in Selbyville. A good time was had by all at the
Happy Hour. We will be visiting again in March.

Many thanks to Honor Guard Sergeant Dale Weese for coordinating the purchase of our new Honor
Guard winter uniforms and accessories. Many hours of hard work went into this project. Dale is the
Honor Guard procurement officer and does an outstanding job. The photo below shows “Tailor” Dale
doing some sewing adjustments on our uniforms.




This month we begin to acknowledge 21 Honor Guard members by featuring a member each month.
We begin by acknowledging and thanking Honor Guard Assistant Captain Mike Schiffer. (see photo)

Mike is a veteran and served in the Marine Corps from 1976 to 1981. His tours included Okinawa and
Korea. He is a recipient of a Quilt of Valor at our Post from the Quilts of Valor Foundation. (see
photo) He joined the VFW in 2017. Mike was a member of the Marine Corps Honor Guard at
Quantico and joined our Honor Guard in 2018 after learning we had an active Honor Guard from
then Captain Paul Burbank. Mike joined the Honor Guard “to volunteer and serve”. It is important to
Mike to serve in the Honor Guard out of respect and honor to his father, a career Navy serviceman,
and in recognition of fellow veterans.

VFW Post 7234 recognizes and salutes Honor Guard Member Captain Michael Schiffer!

We are grateful to our Post Honor Guard for their dedication and service and “salute” you for your

representation
of Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234.

REMEMBER NOT EVERY COLOR GUARD IS AN HONOR GUARD
BUT EVERY HONOR GUARD IS A COLOR GUARD!



To learn more about Mason Dixon VFW Post 7234 Honor Guard and our duties and responsibilities,
please contact me.

John F. Gossart, Jr.

Captain of the Honor Guard
240-304-8183

Judge800@yahoo.com

Or:

Mike Schiffer

Assistant Captain of the Honor Guard
302-448-1877

Rschiffer0@gmail.com

*The purpose of the Honor Guard is to provide funeral honors for our fallen comrades and guard
national monuments. An Honor Guard may also serve as the ‘guardians of the colors’ “’by displacing
and escorting the national flag on ceremonial occasions at official functions.”

CANTEEN CORNER

I would like to start off the month of February by recognizing some of the many hard-working
people that help make our post the great place it is. Our kitchen staff of John Fowler, Dave Garey,
and Steve Kern prepare our delicious lunch and dinners. Stop in and say hello to our friendly bar
staff, Beverly, Sharon C, Sharon D, Debbie, Jenna, Chris, Mary and Paula our assistant bar manager.
Our decoration committee of Jim & Debbie Jensen, Bob & Terry Powell, Andrew & Olive Artemchuk,
Debbie Craven and Jack & Jackie Frye do a wonderful job of keeping our post decorated throughout
the year.

February promises to be another busy month at the Post. Here are some of the events to
look forward to:
Feb. 2 - Bar Olympics
Feb. 7 - Line Dancing Class
Pizza & Wings
DJ Denny
Feb. 9 - Super Bowl Party
Feb. 14 - Valentines Dinner
Music - Dave Crites
Feb. 16 - Line Dancing (Dancing not a class)
Feb. 21- Line Dance class
Seafood Boil
DJ Denny


about:blank
about:blank

Feb. 28 - Italian Buffet

Super Bowl Party
Feb. 9, 2025
Buffet $14
4:30- 7:30
DJ Denny 3 -6
Drink Specials
$2 Coors Lite/Miller Lite Drafts
$2 Buds / Bud Lite Lime
$2 Redds Apple Ale
$3 House WINES

Buffet
Mini Cheesesteaks
Mini Meatball Subs
Boneless Wings
Nacho Bar
Chili

Valentines Dinner 2/14
$20pp - $38 couple
Complimentary Glass Champaign
Dinner5-7
Music- Dave Crites

Appetizers DINNER

MD Crab Soup. Shrimp Pasta

Cheese & Crackers. Prime Rib/Gravy
Flounder Roll Ups

Red Roasted Potatoes

String Beans
Sald, Rolls, Butter

DESSERT:

Cake

Cookies

Please remember those in our community who need our help. Items for the food bank can be left in
the lobby anytime our post is open.

Thank you,
John Frye
Canteen Manager



PRESIDENTS DAY AND THE QUESTION OF
WHETHER GEORGE WASHINGTON WAS OUR FIRST PRESIDENT

Looking forward to February, | found some interesting facts about Presidents Day and an answer to th

Presidents Day is one of the most patriotic holidays we celebrate each year. It’s not just
one day in a 3-day sales event. It’s a day set aside to honor all our Presidents. It began in
the 1800s after the death of George Washington in 1799 just to celebrate his birthday on
February 22.

Washington was revered as the “Father of Our Country” and our first President. (More
about this in a moment.) The holiday was simply called Washington’s Birthday.
Eventually, in 1885, it was designated as a national federal holiday. The holiday was
later expanded to honor Abraham Lincoln, our 16t President, whose birthday is
February 12. Then in 1968, President Lyndon Johnson signed into law a Congressional bill designating the
third Monday in February as Presidents Day. That’s where we are today.

Now what about George Washington? Some scholars raised the question about whether he was actually
our first President. Rick Beyer in his book titled “The Greatest Stories Never Told,” reports that Washington
was in fact our first President elected by the people under the Constitution, taking office in 1789. However,
it’s also true that before the Constitution became effective on June 21, 1788, upon ratification by the States,
our Nation was governed under Articles of Confederation. Here’s how that happened.

After the 13 original colonies declared their independence from Great Britain in 1776, the newly
independent states formally came together as a nation later under the Articles. The Articles were finally
ratified by the stats on March 1, 1781. Shortly thereafter, the New Congress unanimously elected John
Hanson of Maryland as President. His full title was “President of the United States in Congress assembled.”
Congress further decided that he was to “take precedence of all and every person in the United States.”
George Washington wrote this note to congratulate him: “I congratulate your Excellency on your
appointment to the most important seat in the United States.”

President Hanson served only one year, from November 1781 to November 1782. After Hanson, Congress
elected six more Presidents, one each session, until the Constitution was written, approved by Congress and
ratified by the states. Here’s a list of those others and their terms.

e Elias Boudinot (November 1782-November 1783)

e Thomas Mifflin (November 1783-November 1784)

e Richard Henry Lee (November 1784-November 1785)
e John Hancock (November 1785-June 1786)

e Nathaniel Gorham (June 1786-February 1787)

e Arthur St. Clair (February 1787-January 1788)

e Cyrus Griffin (January 1788-April 1789)



So, you could say, considering those seven Presidents elected by representatives of the States in Congress,
that Washington was actually our eighth President. Or just stick with George as the first President elected
by the people under the Constitution. Either way, we can remember those seven individuals and honor
them for their service, together with George Washington an all our other presidents on Presidents Day.
They’re an important part of our history.

Other Days to Remember in February.

o The Lunar New Year celebration, often called the Chinese New Year, that began on January 29, 2025,
runs until the middle of February. It’s celebrated by over one billion people, in Asian countries and
communities around the world. Some may remember it’s called Seollal in Korea and Tet in Vietnam.
Surprisingly, the Lunar New Year is not a national celebration in Japan because Japan adopted the Western
solar calendar sometime in the 1870s.

Whatever it’s called, we can all celebrate because the event involves festive meals with family and friends
and honoring seniors and ancestors. | especially like the part about honoring seniors. Just something to
think about in planning dinners.

e February 2, Groundhog Day. Will Punxsutawney Phil predict an early Spring? USA Today doubts it, with
weather forecasts of winter cold and storm conditions continuing, maybe including our area. But your guess
is as good as any.

e February 9, Super Bowl Sunday. For Rosemary and me, our team, the Redskins (sorry, the Commanders)
is out. So, we'll just sit back and enjoy the game and our traditional no lo-cal menu.

e February 14, Valentine’s Day. Keep the romance and fun (and chocolate) in.

Hope you enjoy every day in February.

Jerry Hardiman

Community Care

As the cold weather comes don’t forget our Food Bank.

This is what HELPING HANDS would like.
Can potatoes, can carrots, canned greens kale, and collard greens, coffee, can lima beans,
mayo, jelly, pork & beans, and HAMBURGER HELPER.

We are also collecting coats and sweats.
Finally, we continue to delivered casseroles.

Andy Artemchuk
Chairman



PAVILION FUND RAISER

Basket of cheer

Valued at over $1000.00
including. $120.00
Dinner gift card
Redeemable at any
SoDel restaurants

$10.00 or 3 for $25.00
Tickets sold at bar

All proceeds towards

Posts family pavilion



POST QUARTERMASTER NEEDED FOR NEXT YEAR 2025 - 2026

As you have read in earlier editions of the newsletter, the Post is searching for volunteers for
2025/2026 Officers, Board Members and a Trustee. Nominations in March/April with
election in April. To date, the existing Post leadership has heard from few, if any, volunteers
stepping forward to replace the leadership.

The most critical Officer position to be filled is the Quartermaster. You have seen multiple
times using multiple media requests for persons interested in replacing the Quartermaster.
No one has inquired about the position. The Post cannot operate day-to-day without this
Officer position. Absent any volunteers to assume the Quartermaster position, and possibly
Assistant Quartermasters, the Board of Directors has appointed a committee to begin
searching for solutions so the Post is not forced to close. One possible solution being
considered is to separate the Canteen and Post operations. The Post operations MUST be
conducted by a VFW veteran who is the Quartermaster. The Canteen can be outsourced and
its operations performed by a bookkeeper or accountant who would report to the
Quartermaster. This would significantly reduce the workload of the Quartermaster, but will
likely increase the cost of the Canteen resulting in higher prices for the bar and kitchen.

The Board is hopeful it can identify two or three VFW vets willing to volunteer and assume
the Quartermaster role.

Please consider inquiring about these positions if you have the availability and willingness to
help the Post leadership solve this predicament. Please contact any of the current officers.

Thank you



SE WHO SERVED

VFW Post 7234

75th Anniversary Campaign S 9‘”"93 Jetsor\
29265 Marshy Hope Way Vietnam 3rd Div
Ocean View, De 19970 e/  PostCmdr 74-75

Donation: $100.00 per brick (100% Tax Deductible)

BRICK SIZE 4X8
Make Checks payable to: VFW Post 7234
Please print form, fill out completely and mail form along with a check to the above address or drop by
Bar at Post
You may provide up to three lines of inscription. The top line may say “In honor of” or “In memory of” if you
choose. Military Branch, Ranks, etc. are permitted.
Each paver may contain up to three (3) lines with 18 characters per line (lines will be centered) (select emblem
or no emblem). Spaces & Punctuation such as dashes or commas are counted as a character. VFW7234
reserves the right in its sole discretion to deny any application and return the paver donation. Questions can be
directed to John Mitchell at sadpearl@mediacombb.net 302-381-9934 or John Gossart at

judge800@yahoo.com 240-304-8183.

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Daytime Phone

EMAIL



mailto:sadpearl@mediacombb.net
mailto:judge800@yahoo.com

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Commander

Sr. Vice Cmdr

Jr. Vice Cmdr
Quartermaster
Adjutant
Chaplain

Judge Advocate
Surgeon

Officer of the Day
Guard

Service Officer
Honor Guard Capt
Trustee

Trustee

Trustee

James Jensen
Chad Myers
Mike Tuckman
Bill Healy
Fulton Loppatto
Phyllis Scully
John Gossart Jr.
Richard Wagner
Andy Artemchuk
Jeff Ringel

Rich Fales

John Gossart Jr.
Greg Albertson
Rob Gill

Skip Coale

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Chad Myers
James Jensen
Chuck Guido
Bill Healy

Ken Weber
Andy Artemchuk
Fulton Loppatto
Mike Tuckman
Jeff Ringel

Rick Delaney
Paul Kerstanski
Dale Weese

AUXILIARY TEAM

President
Sr Vice Pres
Jr Vice Pres
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain
Guard
Conductress
Patriotic Ins
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Dale Weese
Karen Ware
Susan Clark
Ty Magliola
Roberta Walter
Eileen Healy
Shirley Stong
Connie Weber
Peg Atkins
Connie Weber
Carol Weber
Chuck Bologna

Veteran Claims Assistance

Our state Veterans Service Officer comes to our
Post the 2" Thursday of every month at
1:30PM; to make an appointment you can
contact him at david.hilliard@va.gov or 302-
994-2511 ext 7586

FOOD BANK
Please continue to drop off food items at
the entry way. We continue to support
our local families in need. Thank you for
your donations.

VFW POST 7234 HONOR GUARD
TO BECOME A MEMBER, PLEASE
CONTACT JOHN GOSSART
240-304-8183

HELP A VET PROGRAM
Veterans - Need Assistance, a
friendly call, a visit, etc.
Contact our Post:
VFWpost7234@gmail.com

Member Sick or Deceased

Please call:

For VFW - Phyllis Scully 302-539-9981
For Aux - Eileen Healy 302-539-9981

Assistance with VA claims or benefits
Please call:

Rich Fales (301)325-3813 or email me at
Smokey1st@netzero.net

For the Latest Updates and News
Please send your email to
vifwpost7234@gmail.com
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